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Reckless

Masahiro Kimura is
always looking for
someths e new, 1t makes
SETISE &S A Ormer news
corresporient for TV
Asabi and a ONN News
producer in Japan

Kimura now lives in Los

Angries dind mushs o
his NPO “Live Forum F oundation USA,*
which moﬁh'.vl awarencss between
LS. and [ apane<* “tudents through wideo
forums and other evcnts. Today, Kimura
talkod abot: s *Space Balloon 399 project
where a amall air balloon was launched into
Space caroying the train fropy®Galaxy Pxpress
999" a Gamous manga by Ll Matsumotn,

Ochl (Ox lused tobe a }‘.l:.'.\ fan of “"Galaxy
Ex press 999 as a tevnager!
Kimura (Kk Really?

O Absolutely! | was in Junior High when

the animation version started, | was

hooked! | rushed o the movie version too

and cried my eves out. So ix 'l us .\}\q"_ll
Space Balloon 999"

K: Well, the idea sprang when | got together

W

“

h astronaut Naoko Yamazaki and manga

artist Leiji Matsumoto. We made a small

Galaxy Express 999 train with a built in
camera and hung that on equipment with
helium gas; then, we launched it up in the
ale. The camera captures the view as it rises

You see houses getting smaller and eventu

ally you see the borizon of the earth and
space., It went up 32 km above ground into
the stratosphere! In the future, [ want to
launch it higher into space

O: Wow. Duoes the helium balloon eventu-
ally burst causing the train to come down?
K- Yes, but the parachute opens as it comes
down. Right now, we can't control where it
lardds, The Success tae of finding the Space
Balloon is one in five.

O: Do you havewiden Of the trip?

K- Yes it's on YouTube. We B inched it on
March 202 fromAvadonebCatalina Island

[t landed ona rooftop of & house in Riverside

about 100 Klloeneters Noeth East of Avalon
O: Was everything al-ght "

K- (kaugh) Yes but this lady came cut
screaming “What Kave Y00 done 1!

O: Did the roof break?

K: No, 50, She was ust surprised, She had
0 idea that something would drop from the
sky! (Laugh)

K: Our next step s to have the space balloon
return to where it was launched

O Do you use a remote control?

K- We're thinking of an autopilot system using

robotics. We want it to navigate itself back
Right now, we have NASA's space engineer,
a former NASA rocket architect, and a rocket
engine engineer working on it as volunteers
O: Wow. Where do you get the funding?

K: (Laugh) El Camino College in Torrance
was involved, so they got the funding from

the federal government But with Presidemt

Obama’s reform, the budget was cut, =0 I'm

paying out of my own px ket

O What!? How much does it cost?

K: Not much. Without the robot, it costs
sbout a hundred something dollars for the
equipment

Q: | see

K: Of course, it would not be cheap if we had
to pay the engineers who are volunteering
O: How do you make money for your
company?
K: We don't
O You mean,
vou've been
volunteering

with vour

retirement
money all these vears? For 23 years?!
K: Wel

money, 50 we have the money from that

I sold my LA house for good

Now we live in a one bedroom apartment
We bought a RV and made that into an office
and a broadcast van

O A one man TV station! So challenging!
What does vour wife say about all this?

K: She complains, but [ move fast so she
doesn’t have time to think about &t. (Laugh)

O My hats off to your wite!
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